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Film Title Cold Nights Hot Salsa

Cold Nights Hot Salsa is the passionate story of
two young salsa dancers from Montreal, Canada
who set their sights on winning a World Salsa
Championship.

Logline

Cold Nights Hot Salsa takes you inside the
international Latin dance world of Victor and
Katia, aspiring young salsa dancers from
Montreal, Canada who seek to win a World Salsa
Championship.

It’s the story of Victor and Katia’s love to

dance and of how being lovers enhances and
also complicates their lives, as they dedicate
themselves to a grand ambition to conquer the
Latin dance world.

Short Synopsis

Cold Nights Hot Salsa takes you inside the
international dance world of Victor and Katia,
aspiring young salsa dancers from Montreal, who
seek to win a World Salsa Championship.

Long Synopsis

During their three-year quest Victor and Katia draw
upon the talents of Eddie Torres, Tito & Tamara,
Billy Fajardo, and Katie Marlow. Central figures

in the salsa dance world, these mentors put their
passion and professional dance skills before you
and reveal what it takes to perform and compete
at the highest level.

Victor and Katia’s story is a love story. It’s the
story of their love to dance and of how being a
couple enhances and also complicates their life
together and dance ambitions. After winning the
Canadian Salsa Championship, we watch as they
first compete in the 3rd World Salsa Championship.
They return home to Montreal to work on taking
their dance skills to a higher level. After months of
preparation, including working with a number of
key mentors, they put their dreams on the line and
travel to Florida to compete in the 4th World Salsa
Championship.

Along with Victor and Katia’s story, the film explore
some of the social and historical roots of salsa, as
told through Eddie Torres, Billy Fajardo, Tito Ortos,
and Edson Vallon.




Long Synopsis Experience the beauty and excitement of
competitive dance, the compelling force of world
leaders in salsa, and the romantic charm of two
young dancers who want to make their mark on

the Latin dance world.

Director’s Statement At some point in the making of this film | asked
myself; what is it about the salsa dance world
that attracts many to the point of addiction, often
avoiding alcohol or other drugs because these
substances interfere with their deeper addiction?
| found that some got their start growing up in

a home where Latin dance was simply part of
life. Others started by going in search of social
possibilities, and others went looking to fill a

void in their lives. But when music and motion
come together in this form of Latin street dance,
something else takes hold and leads to places few,
including myself, have regretted going.

Looking for that thing that will fill a void is not
unique. There are things in most people which
drive them toward or away from powerful forces.
How these forces have played out in each of the
characters lives is what interests me.

My seduction and subsequent obsession with salsa
started one night in a dark, smoke-filled nightclub
in Havana, Cuba. It wasn’t simply the dance club
scene that took hold of me. It was also the walk
through Havana’s night streets, past open doors
that poured out the sound of music and the sight
of people dancing in their living rooms and on

their balconies. | only later realized how deeply
these early contacts began to inhabit me. Returning
to Canada, | found a world as fully focused on
breathing salsa, but hidden behind the closed doors
of a colder climate. The warmth of the music

and the people dancing to it has now opened
remarkable doors, as | have come to learn first
hand from many of the key figures in the history
and evolution of salsa dance today.




Director’s Statement

Most meaningful undertakings are personal. My
goal is to tell the story of salsa in such a way that

it reaches beyond the dance world. The aspirations
of Victor and Katia are just as much my aspirations.
They want to reach the top and show to the world
what they can do on a dance floor. In making this
film 1 want to show that world to as many people as
possible. The particular details of Billy or Albert’s life
struggles are unique to them, but they are at some
level a more acute expression of the meaning of
struggle.

Salsa dance, which burst onto the scene in New
York City in the early 1970s, struggled to survive in
the 1980s. The later disco era and changing tastes
in the 1980s saw salsa fade in popularity. While
Billy and Albert were dealing with other demons,
Eddie Torres struggled to survive as a salsa dance
performer and teacher. Each of them did survive
and went on to great things. This story has played
throughout time. My hope is that the story you
find will live on and add another chapter to a larger
story that every era and every pursuit of a broader
ambition seeks to achieve.

Edwin Gailits




Victor Alexis (Contreras) & Katia Morales
We meet Victor and

Katia preparing for

the 3rd World Salsa . e
Championships. The g “‘

young Montreal couple Ve

found one another in an %

amateur dance troupe,

and grew together as

they decided to see how far they could take their
dancing. The film follows them through their first
international competition and subsequent decision to
pursue their dance ambitions more fully. We witness
their dedication, and the burden that competitive
salsa dancing puts on their professional careers

and personal relationship. Finding the strength and
professional guidance to push themselves to the
next level, all play out in the drama that unfolds.

Subject Bios

Billy Fajardo & Katie Marlow
Billy and Katie are leading
figures in the competitive
salsa dance world. Head
Judges at the World Salsa
Championships, they
have been a prime force
behind establishing the
rules and judging criteria
for competitive divisions
in Salsa, Hustle and other dance genre. Together
they have raised the level of competitive salsa
dance worldwide. After facing numerous personal
challenges that forced him to leave the dance world,
Billy found Katie and formed a dynamic partnership.
Together they first won multiple World titles in
different dance divisions, and have since gone on

to become leading figures in the Latin dance world.
Their influence, through the development and
teaching of dance technique, can be seen on dance

floors and stages around the world.




Subject Bios

Tito Ortos & Tamara Livolsi
Tito & Tamara bring a
perfect marriage to their
dance. Tamara brings her
classical training to their
partnership on stage, and
Tito brings the street.
Together they have
married the best of both
worlds. But they also bring
something else. Like many of the best performers
in any art, they bring their humanity and give fully
in every performance. In addition, Tito’s skill as a
singer and knowledge of the history of salsa and
the dance forms that came before is deep. It’s for
a good reason that Tito and Tamara are fixtures
at Congresses and competitive events around the
world. Tito’s infectious smile, and Tamara’s skill
and style as a dancer, makes every encounter a
welcomed event.

Albert Torres

Albert Torres is one of the

key figures responsible for

the explosion of interest and
promotion of salsa dance
worldwide. He has spent the
better part of the last 20 years
tirelessly promoting salsa dance
internationally. He has served

as the MC, and/or co-producer
scores of salsa congresses - :
worldwide, and is constantly on a plane to the next
event. He played a key role in helping to establish
the World Salsa Championships and to see it
broadcasted by ESPN. Albert’s knowledge of Latin
music and its history is broad, and he shares it at
many of the events he attends. There is something
in the passion that Albert brings to spreading salsa
across the world that at time may be reminded of
missionary work.



Eddie Torres

Eddie “Mambo King” Torres

is the father of modern Salsa.
Eddie started dancing at

an early age and was soon
winning dance events in New
York City. His skill and smooth
style brought him together
with partners far beyond his
years. One such woman is June © -~
Laberta who discovered Eddie

on the dance floor of a club in NYC. That became

a pivotal meeting. Eddie’s biggest contribution to
the salsa dance world is his pioneering work to
codify the way mambo, and later salsa, was taught.
He brought the dance from the streets to the
classroom and, helped by his mentor June Laberta,
a Ballroom instructor, established names for many
hundreds of dance steps that are used to teach. An
entire generation of dancers learned from Eddie or
from someone who had been taught by Eddie. You
can’t overestimate the impact he has had on Latin
dance worldwide.

Subject Bios

Edson Vallon

| can’t say what it was he

saw in me, but from the start
of making this film Edson

has given much of himself.
From patiently explaining

the rules of competitive
dance divisions, to offering
his insightful perspective on
every element of salsa dance
etiquette and social history,
he has been consistent. He
watches what others do in their dance and both
learns from them, and then creates something
different. This is not part of a strategy, it’s the way
his mind works. And if he can’t bring some element
of humour to whatever he does, he would have to
stop breathing. His gifts are great. From the heart
he shows his dance partners and students, to those
he dances with socially, to the filmmakers he helps,
his gifts are great. Edson is summa salsa.




About the Filmmaker

Edwin Gailits has
followed numerous
roads to his current
role as the producer,
director, and editor of
COLD NIGHTS HOT
SALSA. He began his
career as a professional
still photographer

and then gravitated

to theatre, where, for
almost a decade, he
produced and directed
classics theatre productions.

For the past 15 years he has been producing,
directing, and editing films for others in a broad
range of subject areas. He has profiled the work

of a Shibori fabric artist, examined the relationship
between satellite data imagery, mathematics and
watercolour painting. In addition he produced a
health care documentary that looks at some of the
underlying structural problems in the US health care
system.

COLD NIGHTS HOT SALSA, is a passion project, and
his first full length personal film.
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Music
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